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Exciting news! Our first trip of the year to actually go as scheduled was to Big Sky
MT and the group just returned. While I have not talked to anyone, I did see some
fun pictures and comments on Facebook. It looks like a great time was had by all
and I look forward to hearing the stories!

The EB will keep watching for when we can have more group activities and
meetings again. The good news is with more people vaccinated and numbers staying good more things are opening up. I know we are all excited for our new normal
and get out and get active!!! There is a bike ride event in the planning so please
read on to get more information in the newsletter.

,

Joe Kelley Ibex President
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TRIP EDITION—2020/2021
Hi,
First, thanks to Ed Fee for leading a successful trip to Big Sky. It sounds like the conditions were great and everyone
had a good time despite the COVID restrictions.
Thanks to everyone who filled out the annual trip survey. We had 85 responses! Since we are shifting most of our
2021 trips to 2022, there isn’t a lot to plan for 2022 but we have some great ideas.
As a reminder, we have-re-booked the following trips for 2022:
•
•
•

Wengen/Majorca: Jan 21-29; Jan 29-Feb 2, 2022
Snowbird, UT: Feb 12-17, 2022
Mammoth, CA: Spring Break - March 19-26, 2022

We have decided not to automatically re-book the Keystone trip for next year. We have heard your frustrations
over Vail Resorts’ unwillingness to offer credits for the passes purchased for 2021 and we’re going to hold off for
now. We will stay informed and if something changes before we book additional trips, we’ll reconsider.
So what are the results of the trip survey? Below are the top choices for 2022-2023 (not in any particular order):
•

2022:



•

Domestic: Lake Tahoe, Whitefish, Jackson Hole for a week-long trip
Summer Adventure: Greece!

2023+:







Domestic: Aspen/Snowmass, Steamboat, Telluride, Taos and anywhere Utah
Midwest: Granite Peak and Boyne, MI topped the list
International Ski: Scandinavia; France - Les Trois Vallées and Val d'Isère/Tignes; Lech/St Anton
International Extension: Norway – Bergen and Oslo; Stockholm, Sweden
Summer Adventure: Interest in both Egypt and St Moritz hiking
New Zealand/Australia Fire & Ice: Lots of interest (over 50 people)!

Finally, our trips to Croatia (June) and S Africa (September) are still on. Fingers crossed…
As always, please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Lynn Dean
Trip Chair
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TRIP EDITION—2020/2021
Ibex-Exclusive Boat!

Here’s the latest update on this fabulous trip which was rescheduled from 2020 due to Covid travel restrictions.
Only 36 spots! Sold out; Wait List available.
Air for the folks going on the Dubrovnik extension:
 Depart ORD on June 23 - Lufthansa 435 9:10 pm arrive Munich 12:45 pm on June 24
 Depart MUC on June 24 – Lufthansa 1716 2:55 pm arrive Split 4:15 pm
 Depart DBV on July7 – Croatia Air 418 7:25 am arrive Frankfort 9:30 am
 Depart FRA on July 7 – Lufthansa 12:45 pm arrive Chicago 3:30 pm
Air for the folks not going on the Dubrovnik extension:
 Depart ORD on June 23 - Lufthansa 435 9:10 pm arrive Munich 12:45 pm on June 24
 Depart MUC on June 24 – Lufthansa 1716 2:55 pm arrive Split 4:15 pm
 Depart Split on July 4 - UA7261 7:55 am arrive Munich 9:35 am
 Hotel in Split for the extra night – July 3 - Hotel Luxe: https://www.hotelluxesplit.com/
Pre-Cruise – Trogir, Croatia – June 24 & 25 (2 nights)
• UNESCO World Heritage site
Heritage Hotel Tragos (4*) – double occupancy
• Half board (breakfast and dinner) at hotel
• All transfers in motor coach
• English speaking tour leader
• Entrance tickets: Trogir Cathedral, Split Diocletian’s Palace
• Guided walking tour: Trogir and Split
Cruise – June 26 – July 3
• Premium superior vessel Majestic – 36 beds in 18 double/twin cabins with private facilities and A/C
• 8 day’s/7 nights charter with crew
• English-speaking guide throughout cruise
• 7 half boards (buffet breakfast and three course lunch daily OR dinner – depending on itinerary)
• Welcome drink and One Captain’s dinner
• Wine & olive oil tasting onboard
• Afternoon tea or coffee, free wi-fi, A/C dining room with bar area and LCD TV, lounging sun deck with deck beds for
all passengers
• Bike for the week (we have arranged for eBikes for everyone)
• Not included: drinks, tips
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TRIP EDITION—2020/2021
Frequently Asked Questions:
1. Are the meals buffet style? Buffet breakfasts and served 3-course lunches/dinners
2. Will there be enough e bikes for all? Yes.
3. Will we have a guide while biking? Yes.
4. How will the bike batteries be charged? Onboard.
5. If someone chooses to stay on the boat on a given day and not bike, will they be served a meal? Yes, this can be arranged.
6. Are we allowed to bring spirits and wine on the boat? No, it is not allowed to bring drinks onboard. The captain has right
to take the bottles and return them to clients at the end of the cruise. There is a bar onboard where guests can buy drinks.
IMPORTANT: If you want some special wines/spirits, let me know and the cruise line will order it for us.
7. Can we buy water? Water is unlimited.

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

++++ COVID-19 Information ++++ Last updated: 3/16/2021
Are U.S. citizens permitted to enter? Yes.
All travelers (regardless of citizenship) who meet the entry conditions are advised to fill out an arrival form at Enter Croatia in advance to facilitate their entry at the border. Ibex will continue to monitor this and will provide further information
prior to trip departure.
Is a negative COVID-19 test (PCR and/or serology) required for entry? Yes
With limited exceptions, travelers must present a negative PCR test result for SARS-CoV-2 that is not older than 48
hours (counting from the time of taking the swab to arriving at the border crossing point) or have the PCR test done immediately upon arrival to Croatia and remain in self-isolation until they receive a negative test result. A local test cost ranges
from $130 to $300 or more, depending upon the location, and the result can be expected between 24-48 hours. Ibex will
continue to monitor this and will provide further information prior to trip departure. It is your Trip Leader’s belief that as
more US citizens become fully vaccinated against Covid, that proof of vaccination may be required in lieu of the PCR test.
Effective January 26, all airline passengers to the United States ages two years and older must provide a negative COVID-19
viral test taken within three calendar days of travel. Alternatively, travelers to the U.S. may provide documentation from a
licensed health care provider of having recovered from COVID-19 in the 90 days preceding travel. Ibex is working with our
Trip Provider regarding arrangements for us to comply with this requirement and will continue to monitor this and will provide further information prior to trip departure. The cost of the Covid test to return home is not included in the trip price
and is currently estimated @ $130-300.
++++ Lufthansa Mask-type Restriction ++++
Lufthansa currently has a mask-type restriction. Cloth masks are not allowed so you may want to stock up on the appropriate type mask as delineated below.
Adjustment of the facemask obligation as of February 1, 2021.
Lufthansa is adapting the obligation to wear mouth-nose covers while travelling.
From February 1, 2021, only facemasks of the following standards will be permitted on flights to and from Germany: FFP2,
KN95 and N95 standard or surgical masks. These have to be worn during boarding, on board and when leaving the aircraft.
Masks made of fabric will no longer be permitted, visors and masks with valves have not been permitted already. Thus, in
order to protect the health of all passengers and employees, the Lufthansa Group Airlines are taking up the regulation the
German federal states have issued on January 19, 2021.
Exceptions to this regulation can still be made for health reasons. An exception will only be accepted, if the passenger can
present a current (not older than 48 hours) negative Covid-19 test result in connection with a medical certificate on the
Lufthansa Group form.

As you can see, there are still a lot of moving pieces so I thank you in advance for your patience and flexibility. Oh… Just to
travel again will be worth some of these relatively minor inconveniences! I am so looking forward to this trip!
~Pam Chiechi – Croatia Trip Leader
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TRIP RECAP—BIG SKY
By Ed Fee
On Saturday, March 20, our adventure started at O’Hare airport. As Covid concerns relax, Spring Break was back on
with a vengeance! The airport was jammed with folks all over the place with lines going on seemingly forever looping back and forth. Tom Lemanski was able to brave the long outdoor
check-in but was dismayed at how long the TSA lines were at United’s
Terminal one. Overhearing that the lines in Terminal two were short,
he hurried over there only to discover that they closed the lines completely! Perhaps they sent the guards to Terminal One to help with the
mass of people there? Anyhow, now he was in a panic with the flight
only a few minutes from boarding and he is in the wrong terminal!
Thinking quickly, he “joined” CLEAR; the new faster, more expensive
method of passing through airport security and just made it before
they closed the door to the airplane! Good critical thinking! However, I
hope Tom does not forget to cancel his free trial! The flight was uneventful, and we all received our luggage, loaded the bus, and then saw
the bus driver arrive after we finished loading. Good timing!
We were dropped off the bus and most of the group were able to check in early. I few rooms were still being
cleaned and therefor we had to wait a bit. There were some new resort rules in place due to Covid restrictions. For example, we thought
we had to reserve time slots for sitting in the hot tub, but that was not
necessary anymore. But however, the breakfast buffet did need time
slot reservations each morning or you could simply get the food to go.
Chuck Binzel & I reserved some 6 person tables for each morning so
that others could enjoy a more leisurely breakfast if they wished. A
few others also made their own reservations or simply grabbed food
and went elsewhere to eat. Most folks walked around the Mountain
Village area after check in, which has grown over the years since the
club was there last.
Bill and Doris Hoffie have a tradition of hitting a Mexican restaurant the first night of any ski trips. A group of us
thought that was a great tradition and horned in on their notion. Nine of us took the shuttle bus to one of the other
Big Sky resort locations known as the Town Center and consumed great quantities of Mexican food and margaritas!
The supposedly 20 drink pitcher of Marg’s almost made it but alas the Hoffies needed a few more additional glasses
to round out the night

THE OLDE GOAT

Page 6

TRIP RECAP—BIG SKY
Saturday it had snowed six inches during the day and night and the
conditions were perfect Sunday morning! Most of us hit the mountain right at the opening and rushed up to the main bowl area, only
then to see and hear them conducting avalanche mitigation for a
good portion of the morning with lines stretching out behind the
higher lifts. Fortunately, this is a HUGE ski resort so there was plenty of other trails and lifts than just those in the higher bowls. The
weather on Sunday was typical of most days. A mixture of clouds
and sky with the clouds dropping off a few inches of snow every
day. For the week we received around 22 inches, not bad! That
Sunday night about half the group started our regular round of
hitting the two hot tubs and discussing our skiing with each other
and members of some of the other clubs in attendance. There were many folks from the Boston area club as well as
a group of housewives from Florida who showed up each night. On Wednesday we held an instructor led, six-person
bump lesson with a few more joining in when they noticed us training down the groomers or bouncing through the soft powder of “Congo”. The blue level, bump, tree run was
PERFECT for testing out their new skills as the powder was nice and soft in case anyone
tumbled. By the early afternoon, the entire group was pleased with their progress and
happy that no one got hurt but for a few jokes along the way!
Covid restrictions did curtail our usual large group activities this year. Most everyone
headed out each night in small groups to the restaurants locally or by bus to the farther
out Big Sky areas. One night almost everyone in our group headed out on the same bus
to the same area but to four different restaurants. Other nights we had multiple groups
at the same location, but at different tables. It all worked out, but sadly, most everyone
remarked that it was different and most missed the comradery we usually achieve by
hanging out altogether. Oh well! At least Ibex had a ski trip this year!!
The flight back was uneventful, and we all received our luggage quickly at O’Hare.
In summary, we all had a good time and made and met up with some terrific new friends. The Big Sky, 2021 Ski Trip
was a great success due to the great location, great snow conditions and great people!
I hope to see you all next ski season!
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IBEX SKI & ADVENTURE CLUB

Glen & Pam Chiechi Moving to Reno - Dinner
Meeting
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 – 7 PM
Glen & Pam’s new home in Reno is almost done and the moving truck will be loaded on April 12! So, it’s time to say
“good byes” to their Ibex friends. They will be excited to see you before they leave and this will be a great chance
for a social distancing evening complete with dinner, beverage of your choice and the ability to reconnect with Ibex
friends before the BIG Move. Plan to join us for a fun-filled evening at an outdoor venue.
50 Spots – must register so number can be adjusted if needed
Format: Outdoor patio seating: 1 table of 10, 2 tables of 9, 1 table of 7, 1 table of 6, 1 table of 5, 1 table of 4
Includes: Pay for what you order, separate checks OK
Menu: Something for everyone – check out the appetizers, salads & burgers; full bar menu
https://www.beelows.com/complete-menu-lake-zurich
Must receive your reservation by Friday, April 2.

Beelow's Steakhouse
763 S Rand Rd
Lake Zurich, IL 60047
Additional information: Masks must be worn in the restaurant which you will walk thru to access the patio. You
can choose to wear a mask at your table if you wish.
Hope to see you there!
Ibex EB and Glen & Pam
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RICH'S TAXING BIKE RIDE

Since income tax deadline has been delayed this year due to Covid19 and everyone is looking forward to summer activities, its time
for a bike ride this year.
Date: Saturday May 15, 2021
Time: 10:00 AM, 9:30 ish if you need air or cable or bike adjustments. My Cell phone
(847) 682-2163
Location: 8223 N Odell Ave Niles IL 60714, 3 blocks north of Oakton and 3 blocks west of
Harlem.

Course: We will ride the North Branch Bike trail, ( about 1 mile from my house) distance
will be determined by peoples conditioning, especially mine. Those that wish can ride all
the way to the Botanical Gardens but I am thinking more along 10 miles with the ability to
turn back if you feel like it.
Post Ride: I will have a main dish of some kind, (sandwich and salad) and some cheap
beer and pop. If anyone likes, we could use a dish to pass or desert.
We will probably be back at the house by 11:30 – 12:00 so if you don't ride come for the
food and human contact.
Hope to see everyone there!
Rich Fontagneres
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IBEX ELECTION NOTICE
Ibex Elections for 2021-2022 Fiscal Year
We have a full slate of candidates for next years Executive Board and the Board of Directors. Nominations were held during the
March 3 & 17 Zoom General meetings.
Voting will be conducted electronically. Look for your ballot before this weekend. Voting will end April 6, 2021 at 11:59 PM
CST. Only current Ibex members are eligible to vote.
Thank you very much for the great participation in the nominating process. Thank you very much to all of the candidates who
accepted their nominations. Ibex is a strong, vibrant, fun club due to consistently talented and enthusiastic leadership.
Executive Board Nominations:
All candidates are running unopposed. The Ibex Election Policy does not allow “write in votes”.
• President: Joe Kelley
• Treasurer: Barb Kimicata
• Trips: Lynn Dean
• Secretary: John Graves
• Activities: Sydney Whitley
• Membership: Mike Akutagawa
Board of Directors Elections:
Each Ibex Election the Ibex Constitution requires that two people are elected from the general membership. Board of Director
members are elected for two-year terms.
This year we have a unique situation. Due to moving and focusing on other projects, Glen Chiechi has resigned from the Board
of Directors. Glen, thank you for all of your contributions, especially implementing Zelle.
Note: Glen Chiechi had one year remaining on his term of office.
Following the elections, the joint boards will appoint someone to finish Glen’s term.
Board of Director Candidates (we will choose two):
• Patti Kalal
• Tom Lemanski
• Amy Scattaglia
Note: At the March 17 nominating meeting, committee nominated Amy Rechenmacher who resides in Los Angeles, CA. Amy
declined her nomination upon realizing that there is more to Ibex than ski trips. She may consider BOD participation if circumstances are favorable.
Look for your Ibex Ballot. Vote!
Please support the people that are elected, volunteer to help them. Leaders are only strong when everyone else helps them.
Ibex works due to its legacy of an involved membership!
Hey Ho Let’s Go! Get ready to step up and volunteer to create fun things for Ibex. We will be ready when Covid-19 is under
control!
Jean Bagel, Election Chairman
Paula Hiller and Lynne Moon, Ballot Validation and Counting Committee
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IBEX MARKETPLACE
It’s Winter and ski season! With any luck, powder, moguls and trips are all in our future. In order
to be prepared and excited, we are introducing some new Ibex products perfect for your first,
next or future ski adventures. These particular items are only available in limited quantities and
for a limited time. Both mens and womens' hats as well as the neck pillow are all $20 each. The
masks are $10. Get yours while they last!
To order, please email: lindasuewagner@gmail.com
*** LIMITED QUANTITIES ***
Specify item(s): Beanie (Men’s), Neck Pillow or Mask along w/ your quantity of each. Orders will
be processed on a first come, first served basis. Cash or check only, made payable to Cash. All
prices include tax.
~Linda Wagner
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OUR SPONSORS

Protect Your Family’s Future
Insurance Solutions for All Life Stages & Budgets
“With access to 25+ A-rated insurance carriers, I can help you find the

right coverage for your family at competitive rates. As a broker, I work
for the client, not the insurance company.” —Denise Boba








Mortgage Protection
Whole and Term Life
Disability
Retirement Protection
Health, Dental & Vision
Medigap & More

Call or Text: 630-429-7701
Email: BobaFamilyInsurance@gmail.com
License #19502909 IL Life and Health Agent
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
Renew Membership Now
Our lackluster ski season is coming to a close. But
remember we are more than just a ski club. So
May 1 renew your membership with Ibex. Go
to: http://www.skiibex.com or contact me with
any questions about membership.

Social Media & More
Check out our social media sites. We have been busy
posting pictures daily from our first three trips. Be part
of the trip and post. about it. Click on the icons below
to get connected with Ibex & CMSC

Mike Akutagawa
Membership Chair

April Birthdays

2021-2022 Season
Begins May 1, 2021

Lauren Michalak
Brent Bauer
Kevin Nitsche
Tim Leahy
Sarah Schmeichel
Mary Weber
Sherri Griffin
Brian Smith
Peter Emery
Leah Binzel
Stuart Boba
Mary Lynn Liberati
Charlene Fritz-Brennan
Amy Rechenmacher
Lou DiFrancisco
Michael Van Nest
Susan Dunlop
Gene Hwang
Alta Kassin
Larry Scattaglia
Jan Osowski
Glenn Betlinski

4/4
4/6
4/6
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/13
4/13
4/16
4/19
4/19
4/19
4/20
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/23
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/28
4/30
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS







President—Joe Kelley
Trip Chair—Lynn Dean
Membership Chair—Mike Akutagawa
Activities Chair—Jan Vinopal
Secretary—John Graves
Treasurer— Barb Kimicata

BOARD











OF

DIRECTORS

Jean Bagel
Ed Bendickson
Pam Chiechi
Glen Chiechi
Ed Fee
Paula Hiller
Tom Lemanski
Joe Kelley
Linda Wagner
Sydney Whitley

When life bring changes…
 Help us keep our records up to date. When
your information changes please fill out this
form and bring it to a meeting, email to address
below, or better yet update your profile at
Group Spaces!
ibexmembership2020@skiibex.com
Name:______________________________________
Street:______________________________________
City, State, Zip:_______________________________

Home Phone:_________________________________
Cell Phone:__________________________________
Email:_______________________________________

Check out the IBEX website!
www.skiIBEX.com
E-mail: IbexMembership2020@SkiIbex.com

Twitter/Instagram:____________________________
Facebook:____________________________________

2020-2021 Membership Rates
Single
Couple/Family

$25.00
$45.00

We’d love to hear from you. Tell us how we are doing with the newsletter or if you have suggestions
on improving our communication.
ibexnewsletter2020@skiibex.com

